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**All times listed in this course outline are Eastern Time Zone/Ontario times. If you are taking 
this course from another location, you must adjust the time accordingly.** 

Professor : Dr. Keri Cronin (keri.cronin@brocku.ca)         
   
Liaison Librarian for VISA 1Q98: Justine Cotton (jcotton@brocku.ca) 
 
Teaching Assistants: Candice Bogdanski (cbogdanski@brocku.ca), Kevin McGuiness (kmcguiness@brocku.ca), 
Julia Polyck-O’Neill (jp03uw@brocku.ca) 
 
Class Meeting Times: This is an online class and, as such, there are no regular class meeting times. All class 
activities will take place online via Sakai. 
 
Office Hours:  In person: Thursdays, 1:30-2:30 or by appointment (office location: MW335) 
   Online: Wednesdays, 2:00-3:00 (Sakai chat room) 
 
**THE CHAT ROOM IN SAKAI WILL ONLY BE MONITORED DURING SCHEDULED OFFICE HOURS. 
AT ALL OTHER TIMES THE MOST EXPEDIENT WAY OF GETTING IN TOUCH WITH YOUR 
PROFESSOR IS VIA EMAIL** 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course introduces students to some of the key concepts relating to the study of visual culture. We 
will draw upon examples from the realms of art production, advertising, cinema, graphic traditions, and 
scientific images in order to study how visual culture interacts with and informs social, cultural, 
political, and economic aspects of human society.  Through the various course components we will 
consider such questions as: What is visual culture? How does the context in which an image is viewed 
shape the way it is interpreted by a viewer? Why are certain types of images privileged over others? 
What types of theories exist to explain how audiences interpret and understand visual culture? In what 
ways can images reinforce or challenge dominant ideologies in society?  
 
This is an introductory course. No prior knowledge of or background in visual arts is required.  
 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS & RESOURCES: 
►Marita Sturken and Lisa Cartwright. Practices of Looking: An Introduction to Visual Culture. 2nd 
edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009. 
 

• available	in	the	campus	bookstore	and	on	reserve	at	the	James	A.	Gibson	Library	

• this	textbook	was	used	for	this	class	last	year	so	there	should	be	used	copies	available	for	
purchase	

• we	will	be	using	the	2nd edition of	this	book.	It	is	very	different	from	the	first	edition,	so	
please	ensure	you	are	buying	the	correct	edition	of	the	course	textbook.		

 
►Library Resources (including ARTstor database) 
*To access these resources you will need to use your Brock campus account (the same user name and 
log-in you use to access your Brock email). 
 
►Isaak/Sakai (https://lms.brocku.ca/portal) 
*To access this resource you will need to use your Brock campus account (the same user name and log-
in you use to access your Brock email). 
 
 
RECOMMENDED TEXT 
►Sylvan Barnet, A Short Guide to Writing About Art (9th edition) 
*a copy of this book will be placed on reserve at the library 
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
►to introduce students to vocabulary and critical theories relating to the study of visual culture 
►to give students the opportunity to gain experience in contextual and visual analysis of images 
►to provide students with introductory academic research and writing skills  
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SCHEDULE: 
*As this course is an online class it is very important that students make time in their weekly schedule 
to complete the course components. Students who fall behind the schedule listed below may have 
difficulty completing the course. 
 
*All assignments and course requirements must be submitted by the deadlines listed below. Late 
assignments WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED unless an extension has been negotiated with the course 
professor prior to the deadline. An extension will only be granted in extenuating circumstances and 
when appropriate documentation is provided to support the request.   
 
*Students are strongly advised to plan their time accordingly and set aside regular times throughout the 
week to work on VISA/LART/IASC 1Q98 course requirements.  
 
*Students may work ahead in this course and submit work in advance of the deadlines if they choose 
to.  
 
*Computer “glitches” or technological issues are also not considered to be valid excuses for late 
assignments. Students are strongly encouraged to plan their time efficiently so that any issues that do 
arise with software or hardware can be addressed prior to the due dates.  
 
*The various course components (material on Sakai, assigned pages in the textbook, etc.) are intended 
to complement not duplicate one another. You are responsible for material presented in all course 
components. 
 
*Please note: the last day to withdraw from this course without academic penalty is Friday, March 4th. 
 
MODULE 1 
  Course Introduction/What is Visual Culture? 
  Assigned Reading: Sturken & Cartwright, p.1-8 
  -participate in seminar discussion for this module by January 16th (before 11:55pm) 
  -complete quiz for Module #1 by January 16th (before 11:55pm) 
 
 
MODULE 2 
  Images, Power, and Politics  
  Assigned Reading: Sturken & Cartwright, p. 9-26 and 34-46  
  -written assignment upon completion of module (due January 26th before 11:55pm) 
  -participate in seminar discussion for this module by January 26th (before 11:55pm) 
 
 
MODULE 3  
  Viewers Make Meaning  
  Assigned Reading: Sturken & Cartwright, p.49-69 (top of p.69) and 82-86 
  -written assignment upon completion of module (due February 5th before 11:55pm) 
  -participate in seminar discussion for this module by February 5th (before 11:55pm) 
 



4 VISA/LART/IASC 1Q98 (Winter 2016, online course) 

MODULE 4 
  Modernity: Spectatorship, Power, and Knowledge  
  Assigned Reading: Sturken & Cartwright, p.93-136  
  -written assignment upon completion of module (due February 15th before 11:55pm) 
  -participate in seminar discussion for this module by February 15th (before 11:55pm) 
 
 
MODULE 5  
  Realism and Perspective: From Renaissance Painting to Digital Media  
  Assigned Reading: Sturken & Cartwright, p. 141-180  
  -written assignment upon completion of module (due February 25th before 11:55pm) 
  -participate in seminar discussion for this module by February 25th (before 11:55pm) 
 
 
MODULE 6 
  Visual Technologies, Image Reproduction, and the Copy   
  Assigned Reading: Sturken & Cartwright, p. 183-220 
  -written assignment upon completion of module (due March 6th before 11:55pm) 
  -participate in seminar discussion for this module by March 6th (before 11:55pm) 
 
 
MODULE 7 
  Media in Everyday Life  
  Assigned Reading: Sturken & Cartwright, p. 223-260  
  -written assignment upon completion of module (due March 16th before 11:55pm) 
  -participate in seminar discussion for this module by March 16th (before 11:55pm) 
 
 
MODULE 8 
  Advertising, Consumer Cultures, and Desire  
  Assigned Reading: Sturken & Cartwright, p.265-304 
  -written assignment upon completion of module (due March 26th before 11:55pm) 
  -participate in seminar discussion for this module by March 26th (before 11:55pm) 
 
 
MODULE 9 
  Scientific Looking, Looking at Science  
  Assigned Reading: Sturken & Cartwright, p.347-384 
  -written assignment upon completion of module (due April 4th before 11:55pm) 
  -participate in seminar discussion for this module by April 4th (before 11:55pm) 
 
 
MODULE 10 
  The Global Flow of Visual Culture  
  Assigned Reading: Sturken & Cartwright, p. 389-426 
  -written assignment upon completion of module (due April 14th before 11:55pm) 
  -participate in seminar discussion for this module by April 14th (before 11:55pm) 
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ASSIGNMENTS AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
 ► MODULE #1 QUIZ: 7%  
 ► MODULE ASSIGNMENTS (MODULES 2-10): 63% (7% EACH) 
 ► CLASS PARTICIPATION/SEMINAR: 30%   
 
Module #1 Quiz 
There are no exams in this class, but there is a quiz associated with Module #1. After completing the 
module (an introduction to the course), students are to write the quiz using the online quiz tool in Sakai. 
The quiz is worth 7% of your final grade. This quiz needs to be completed by January 16th (before 
11:55pm). 
 
This is an online, “open book” test. Students are permitted (and encouraged!) to use course resources 
when answering the questions. However, please note that students must write their own quizzes and are 
not permitted to collaborate on their answers. Any evidence of collaboration, plagiarism, or any other 
form of academic misconduct will result in an automatic grade of zero.  
 
 
Module Assignments 
Students are to work through the course modules in order. Modules can be found along the left menu in 
Sakai. Modules 2-10 each have a short written assignment (approximately 500 words) that must be 
completed before moving on to the next module. These assignments are to be uploaded through the 
“assignment” tab in Sakai. Assignments sent by email will not be accepted. Each assignment is worth 
7% of your final grade.  
 
These assignments are designed to give you an opportunity to demonstrate your understanding of 
course concepts by applying them to specific examples. These are NOT opinion papers, nor are they 
research papers. You do not need to do any extra research for these assignments, nor do you need a 
background in visual arts to successfully complete them. To successfully complete these assignments, 
you need to take concepts from the modules and/or the accompanying textbook readings and apply 
them to the images specified in the assignment.  
 
These assignments often ask you to analyze a specific image (or set of images). Many students are 
tempted to Google the name of the artist and then write their response based on what their search 
returns. This most often results in a failing grade because the response does not answer the question. 
You need to be sure you are reading the questions and doing precisely what you are being asked to do. 
In most cases this will be selecting concepts from the readings/module and applying them to the 
images.  
 
As these are not opinion papers, students should be judicious about careful using phrases like “in my 
personal opinion.” You should be going beyond giving your opinion in these assignments. You want to 
be taking concepts from the textbook and modules and demonstrate how you can apply them to the 
examples in front of you.  
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Students are encouraged to make connections across course modules and are welcome to include 
concepts and ideas from previous modules in their assignments in addition to the content specific to the 
current module. 
 
Students must write their own work and are not permitted to collaborate on their answers. Any 
evidence of collaboration, plagiarism, or any other form of academic misconduct on these assignments 
will result in an automatic grade of zero.  
 
Module Assignment Due Dates:  
 Module #2:   due January 26th (before 11:55pm) 
 Module #3:  due February 5th (before 11:55pm) 
 Module #4:  due February 15th (before 11:55pm) 
 Module #5:  due February 25th (before 11:55pm) 
 Module #6:  due March 6th (before 11:55pm) 

 Module #7:  due March 16th (before 11:55pm) 

 Module #8:  due March 26th (before 11:55pm) 

 Module #9:  due April 4th (before 11:55pm) 

 Module #10:  due April 14th (before 11:55pm) 

 
The assignment topics for each module can be found in the “assignments” section of Sakai. For your 
reference I have included the full list of assignment topics as an appendix at the end of this course 
outline 
 
 
Class Participation/Seminar 
VISA 1Q98 has an online seminar component. This will be available through the “forums” section of 
the VISA 1Q98 Sakai page. To participate in seminar you will first have to join a seminar group. If you 
do not join a seminar group you will not be able to participate in seminar discussion and will, therefore, 
forfeit 30% of your grade.  
 
To join a seminar group, please follow the following instructions: 
 

1. Go to 'Site Info' (Left Hand Menu) 
2. Click on 'Groups You Can Join' 
3. Select a Group with available space. 
4. Please remember your group #. 

 
Students are expected to actively participate in these seminar activities. Participation will take the form 
of online posts, and this portion of the class is designed to provide an active learning component to the 
course. In order to receive credit for seminar participation, please keep the following guidelines in 
mind: 
 
1) Posts should be on topic and address the question(s). 
   
2) Posts should be respectful. You don’t have to agree with your classmates on every point, but 
discussion and debate must always unfold in a respectful manner.  
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3) Posts should be edited for clarity. The tone of your posts can certainly be conversational, but you 
want to be sure that those reading your posts understand what you are attempting to convey. 
 
4) Posts should be part of a conversation.  It is important to engage with other student posts and this 
level of engagement will be taken in to consideration when assigning participation grades for this class. 
Students who actively converse with others in their seminar group typically receive higher grades on 
this portion of the course than those who do not. It is, therefore, advisable to make your first post on a 
seminar topic well in advance of the deadline for posting to allow time for conversations to unfold. If 
you make a habit of posting your comments right at the deadline this does not give you time to actively 
participate in seminar conversations, and this will be taken in to consideration when assigning 
participation grades in this class.  
 
5) Posts should demonstrate a command of course material. Students should be going beyond giving 
their personal opinion in these posts. Again,  you want to use phrases like “in my personal opinion” 
sparingly and, instead, focus on writing about how the course material applies to the question or 
example being discussed. Bring in specific and relevant course vocabulary and examples where 
possible. Show us how you are connecting your ideas back to course concepts.  
 
6) Common courtesy is expected in this class, and students who demonstrate disruptive or disrespectful 
behaviour will lose participation marks.  
 
For each module you will receive a grade between 0 and 3 for your seminar forum posts (half points 
will be awarded as appropriate). The following is a guideline for how these grades will be assigned: 
 

• 0: student did not post before the deadline; post is off-topic; post violates course policies 
• 1: minimal effort; does not fully follow instructions; little or no engagement with course topics 

and with others in seminar 
• 2: post is on-topic and shows some engagement with course topics and with others in seminar 
• 3: post is on topic and shows a high level of engagement with course topics and with others in 

seminar 
 
The seminar discussion topics for each module can be found in the “forums” section of Sakai. You will 
not be able to post until you have joined a seminar group. For your reference I have included the full 
list of seminar topics as an appendix at the end of this course outline. You will note that some of the 
topics require you to do some advance work before posting (e.g.: find a photograph to write about, take 
note of the different media you engage with, watch a documentary film). 
 
 
 

Course Policies 
 
The teaching team for VISA 1Q98 has an obligation to ensure that course and university policies are 
applied evenly and fairly across the class. Students can rest assured that they are being treated fairly as 
the teaching team will be consistently applying course policies for each and every student. This means, 
therefore, if you ask for a special favour or request that a policy not be applied to you, it will be denied. 
You will be treated the same way as everyone else in the class. 
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Academic Civility  
Common courtesy is expected in this course, and disruptive and disrespectful behaviour will not be 
tolerated. Due to the nature of the subjects covered in VISA 1Q98 disagreements and debates will 
likely arise. While we encourage discussion and exploration of different points of view, it is absolutely 
essential that these discussions unfold in a professional and courteous manner. Debating different 
points of view is the basis of academic inquiry, but under no circumstances will personal attacks or 
insults be tolerated. 
 
 
Academic Integrity 
Academic integrity is expected in this course, and students are encouraged to familiarize themselves 
with what constitutes appropriate behaviour in this respect. Students are strongly encouraged to read 
Brock University’s academic integrity policy (http://www.brocku.ca/academic-integrity) and the 
relevant section of the University Calendar 
(http://www.brocku.ca/webcal/2015/undergrad/areg.html#sec67).  
 
Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty are serious academic offences. Penalties 
range from a warning, to failure of the course with a notation on your transcripts, or suspension from 
university. It is the responsibility of the student to be aware of the rules and terms governing academic 
honesty.  
 
In relation to this, it is the Professor’s responsibility to track and report plagiarism in the university, and 
this course employs Turnitin.com. Turnitin.com is an anti-plagiarism tool that screens all assignments 
against a database of the internet, e-journals, e-books, a range of other scanned material including other 
assignments for this course. This ensures that all assignments are graded on a level playing field and 
means that the teaching team for VISA/LART/IASC 1Q98 can focus on your papers for ideas and 
content, and can spend their grading time providing all students with the feedback they deserve rather 
than spending inordinate amounts of time investigating the few assignments that seem to present 
academic honesty issues.  
 
*Please note that if you have a principled objection to Turnitin.com, you must get in touch with me by 
16th of January so that alternate arrangements can be made. 
 
 
Accommodations  
As part of Brock University's commitment to a respectful work and learning environment, the 
University will make every reasonable effort to accommodate all members of the University 
community with disabilities. If you require accommodations related to a disability to participate in this 
course, you are encouraged to contact the Student Development Centre Services for Students with 
Disabilities and also discuss these accommodations(s) with your course Instructor. More information 
can be found at: http://www.brocku.ca/services-students-disabilities 
 
 
Email 
Email is a quick and efficient way of asking a question or getting information, however, it is important 
that we have guidelines about appropriate use of email communication in classes such as this.  
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1) Email exchanges about Brock courses are considered to be professional communication, and should 
be composed accordingly. This does not mean they need to be uncomfortably formal, however they 
should be polite and proofread for clarity.  
 
2) Always sign your emails so we know who we are corresponding with. Email sent from a Brock 
email address does not necessarily display your name. Likewise, an email sent from 
artfan_21@hotmail.com (or other such addresses) will not automatically identify who you are.   
 
3) Identify which course you are writing about (VISA 1Q98) in either the subject line or body of your 
email. The members of the VISA 1Q98 teaching team are involved with several classes each year, and 
can not answer vague questions about “class” without knowing which course you are referring to.   
 
4) We are happy to answer questions about class material, policies or assignments via email, however 
we would ask that you please consult the course outline to see if you can find the answer to your 
question before you email members of the VISA 1Q98 teaching team. Emails asking questions which 
can easily be answered by consulting the course outline (e.g.: What is the assigned reading for this 
module?) will not receive a response. 
 
5) We will strive to answer email relating to VISA 1Q98 within 48 hours of receiving it, unless point 
#4 applies. Please note, however, that this applies only to regular working hours – email will not be 
checked on weekends or holidays. Likewise, frantic emails sent in the middle of the night hours before 
a due date will likely not be answered in time.   
 
6) Assignments will not be accepted by email. 
 
 
Grading 
Students are reminded that the Brock University grading standards will be used in this class. For 
example, grades of 80% or higher are reserved for work that is both “excellent” and “accurate,” and “in 
which evidence of a certain flair for and comprehension of the subject is clearly perceptible.” In other 
words, simply completing the minimum requirements of an assignment does not automatically result in 
a grade of 80% or above. Please refer to Section VI (D) of the Undergraduate Calendar for full details. 
 
 
Late Penalties and Extensions 
Late assignments are not accepted in this class. Extensions are only granted in extenuating 
circumstances and only when a student has provided appropriate documentation. Extensions should be 
negotiated with the course instructor in advance of the due date.  
 
Under no circumstances will vacations, concerts, sporting events, or other extra-curricular activities be 
considered a valid excuse for missing a due date.   
 
Computer “glitches” or technological issues are also not considered to be valid excuses for late 
assignments. Students are strongly encouraged to plan their time efficiently so that any issues that do 
arise with software or hardware can be addressed prior to the due dates.  
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Students are given assignment due dates at the beginning of term and are expected to plan their time 
accordingly. You are strongly encouraged to work on your assignments throughout the semester and 
not attempt to complete your assignment the night before it is due. Running out of time or failing to 
budget your time appropriately does not constitute grounds for an extension on assignments in this 
course.  
 
Sensitive Material  
Due to the nature of the themes of this course, there will occasionally be inclusion of sensitive material 
presented in lectures, films, readings, and discussion. By remaining in the course, a student is 
understood to have given their informed consent to exposure to such materials. 
 
  



11 VISA/LART/IASC 1Q98 (Winter 2016, online course) 

Appendix #1 - VISA 1Q98 Online  
Module Assignment Questions (Winter 2016) 

 
Module #2 
Use ARTstor to search for "Dorothea Lange Migrant Mother." Your search should return a series of 
images. 
 
You might find it useful to know that the Vik Muniz image that comes back as one of the items in your 
search was made as part of the artist's Pictures of Ink series.  
 
Using content from this module (including the assigned readings), write a brief analysis of the images 
you found through this search. How do key concepts from this module apply to your reading of these 
images? (e.g.: photographic truth, image icon, reproduction of images) 
Your answer should be approximately 500 words, written in a word processing document and then 
uploaded. Please save a copy of your assignment for your records. 
 
Your file must be in one of these formats Word, PDF, HTML, RTF, PowerPoint, or plain text. Please 
note that Sakai does not accept files in the Mac Pages format. If you are using Pages, you will have to 
convert your file to a Word or a PDF file before uploading it. 

Assignment Due Date: January 26th (11:55pm) 

 
Module #3 
Compare and contrast the two attached images. Your answer should draw on material from the 
assigned readings and content for module #3. 

Your answer should be approximately 500 words, written in a word processing document and then 
uploaded. Please save a copy of your assignment for your records. 

Your file must be in one of these formats Word, PDF, HTML, RTF, PowerPoint, or plain text. Please 
note that Sakai does not accept files in the Mac Pages format. If you are using Pages, you will have to 
convert your file to a Word or a PDF file before uploading it. 

Image #1: Guard Standing Next to the Mona Lisa in the Louvre Museum (ARTstor) 

Image #2; Foster Jeans Ad (featuring the Mona Lisa) (c.1978) 

Assignment Due Date: February 5th (11:55pm) 

Module #4  
Find an image on ARTstor that illustrates at least one of the concepts explored in this module. You are 
free to pick any image you like as long as it comes from ARTstor and as long as it was not one that was 
discussed in the module materials. You will then need to write a brief (500 words) response to this 
image.  
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Your answer should include the following: 

• The title and date of the image, also the name of the artist/image creator.  
• Describe how you found the image (e.g.: what search terms you used) 
• Explain why you selected this particular image 
• Give a brief visual analysis of the image 
• Discuss how this image relates to a concept (or concepts) from this module.  

Your answer should be approximately 500 words, written in a word processing document and then 
uploaded. Please save a copy of your assignment for your records. 

Your file must be in one of these formats Word, PDF, HTML, RTF, PowerPoint, or plain text. Please 
note that Sakai does not accept files in the Mac Pages format. If you are using Pages, you will have to 
convert your file to a Word or a PDF file before uploading it. 

Assignment Due Date: February 15th (11:55pm) 

Module #5 
Find an image on ARTstor using the search term “realism.” You are free to pick any image you like as 
long as it comes from ARTstor and as long as it was not one that was discussed in the module 
materials. You will then need to write a brief (500 words) response to this image.  

Your answer should include the following: 

• The title and date of the image, also the name of the artist/image creator.  
• Describe how you found the image (e.g.: what search terms you used) 
• Explain why you selected this particular image 
• Give a brief visual analysis of the image 
• An explanation of how the concept of “realism” applies to this image. What choices does the 

artist/image creator make to convey a sense of realism (e.g.: technique, colour, medium, etc.?) 
Please be sure to incorporate specific concepts from this module. 

Your answer should be approximately 500 words, written in a word processing document and then 
uploaded. Please save a copy of your assignment for your records. 

Your file must be in one of these formats Word, PDF, HTML, RTF, PowerPoint, or plain text. Please 
note that Sakai does not accept files in the Mac Pages format. If you are using Pages, you will have to 
convert your file to a Word or a PDF file before uploading it. 

Assignment Due Date: February 25th (11:55pm) 

Module #6 
Select an image from ARTstor. This can be any image you like (the sky is the limit!). This can be 
overwhelming at first, but the easiest way to narrow down your images is to make a list of search terms 
that interest you. Like sports? Perhaps try searching using the keyword “hockey” or “baseball.” Enjoy 
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looking at old advertisements? Try using the keyword “advertising” in your search. Let your 
imagination run free! 

You are free to pick any image you like as long as it comes from ARTstor and as long as it was not one 
that was discussed in the module materials. You will then need to write a brief (500 word) response to 
this image.   

Your answer should include the following: 

• The title and date of the image, also the name of the artist/image creator.  
• Describe how you found the image (e.g.: what search terms you used) 
• Explain why you selected this particular image 
• Give a brief visual analysis of the image. 
• An explanation of how this image relates to course concepts.  
• A consideration of the difference between viewing this image through ARTstor on your 

computer for this class and what it might have been like to view this image in its original 
context. For example, would it have been smaller or bigger in real life? Would you have been 
able to touch it? To walk around it? How do different techniques and technologies shape the 
viewing and meaning making processes? 

Your answer should be approximately 500 words, written in a word processing document and then 
uploaded. Please save a copy of your assignment for your records. 

Your file must be in one of these formats Word, PDF, HTML, RTF, PowerPoint, or plain text. Please 
note that Sakai does not accept files in the Mac Pages format. If you are using Pages, you will have to 
convert your file to a Word or a PDF file before uploading it. 

Assignment Due Date: March 6th (11:55pm) 

 
Module #7 Assignment 
Select two media images to write about for this assignment. These images are not to be drawn from 
ARTstor but, rather, from the world around you. (e.g.: images accompanying an online news story, 
images in a magazine, a scene from a television show, etc.) 
 
You will then need to write a brief comparison (500 words) of two examples. Your answer should 
include the following: 

• As much basic information as you can give about the image (e.g.: name of the photographer, the 
context in which you found it, the news item it accompanies). If possible, please include a link 
or a digital photograph of the images you are writing about in your response.  

• Explain why you selected these particular images. What was it about them that caught your 
attention? 

• Give a brief visual analysis of each image – what does it look like? What choices has the 
artist/image creator make in each case? What kind of image is it? (e.g.: a photograph, a 
drawing?) 

• An explanation of how this image relates to course concepts.  
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• Compare and contrast your two images. How are they similar? How are they different? How do 
they function within the context of “media in everyday life”? 

Your answer should be approximately 500 words, written in a word processing document and then 
uploaded. Please save a copy of your assignment for your records. 

Your file must be in one of these formats Word, PDF, HTML, RTF, PowerPoint, or plain text. Please 
note that Sakai does not accept files in the Mac Pages format. If you are using Pages, you will have to 
convert your file to a Word or a PDF file before uploading it. 

Assignment Due Date: March 16th (11:55pm) 

Module #8 
For this assignment you will have to select two images from the “Medicine and Madison Avenue” 
online exhibition to write about. You can pick any two images you like, but they must come from this 
exhibit. In order to find images to work with for this assignment, you can browse the exhibit in a 
number of different ways (e.g.: by company, by product, by subject, by medium, etc.). Be sure to 
clearly state which advertisements you selected for this assignment. You may wish to include them as 
an appendix to your assignment.  

You will then need to write a brief comparison (500 words) of these two examples. Your answer should 
include the following. 

• Explain why you selected these particular images. What was it about them that caught your 
attention? 

• Give a brief visual analysis of each image – what does it look like? What choices has the 
artist/image creator make in each case? What kind of image is it? (e.g.: a photograph, a 
drawing?) 

• Compare and contrast your two images. How are they similar? How are they different? How do 
they relate to concepts explored in this module? 

• What is the image-text relationship in the examples you selected? How does this relationship 
help create meaning? 

Your answer should be approximately 500 words, written in a word processing document and then 
uploaded. Please save a copy of your assignment for your records. 

Your file must be in one of these formats Word, PDF, HTML, RTF, PowerPoint, or plain text. Please 
note that Sakai does not accept files in the Mac Pages format. If you are using Pages, you will have to 
convert your file to a Word or a PDF file before uploading it. 

Assignment Due Date: March 26th (11:55pm) 

 
Module #9 
For this assignment you will have to select two images from the Wellcome Images website to write 
about. This is a collection of digitized images from the Wellcome Collection, one of the leading 



15 VISA/LART/IASC 1Q98 (Winter 2016, online course) 

scientific and medical museums in the world. You can pick any two images you like, but they must 
come from the Wellcome Images website. In order to find images to work with for this assignment, you 
can browse or search the collection a number of different ways (e.g.: use the search box in the upper 
right corner and then decide if you want to search for historical images,  contemporary images, or both 
etc.). Be sure to clearly state which images you selected for this assignment. You may wish to include 
them as an appendix to your assignment.  

You will then need to write a brief comparison (500 words) of these two examples. Your answer should 
include the following. 

• Explain why you selected these particular images. What was it about them that caught your 
attention? 

• Give a brief visual analysis of each image – what does it look like? What choices has the 
artist/image creator make in each case? What kind of image is it? (e.g.: a photograph, a 
drawing?) 

• Compare and contrast your two images. How are they similar? How are they different? How do 
they relate to concepts explored in this module? 

• What is the image-text relationship in the examples you selected? How does this relationship 
help create meaning? 

Your answer should be approximately 500 words, written in a word processing document and then 
uploaded. Please save a copy of your assignment for your records. 

Your file must be in one of these formats Word, PDF, HTML, RTF, PowerPoint, or plain text. Please 
note that Sakai does not accept files in the Mac Pages format. If you are using Pages, you will have to 
convert your file to a Word or a PDF file before uploading it. 

Assignment Due Date: April 4th (11:55pm) 

Module #10 

Assignment Instructions 
This is a two-part assignment. Students are required to complete both parts of this assignment. This 
assignment focuses on the Google Cultural Institute. The answers to both parts of this assignment 
should be included in a single document that is then uploaded for grading.  
  
Part I: Virtual Tour 
In Part I you will take a tour of three of the featured galleries or museums using the “museum view” 
option (instructions below). After doing so, you will need to answer the following questions: 
1. Which museums or galleries did you chose to visit? Why did you select these ones? 
2. What were your initial impressions as you did a virtual “walk through” of the exhibits? 
3. How did the three museums or galleries compare to one another? What did you notice that was 
similar? What did you notice that was different? 
3. How did this experience compare to “in person” experiences you have had in museums or art 
galleries? 
4. What are the benefits of this technology? Are there drawbacks to it? 
*Each of your answers for Part I should be approximately a paragraph. 
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To Access the Museum View 
1. Go to the Google Cultural Institute and select Art Project from the menu in the top left corner of the 
screen or from the hyperlinked box that says “Art Project.” 
2. Click on “collections.” 
3. Select “museum view only.” This will give you a smaller list of museums, art galleries, and cultural 
institutions to pick from although there is still a wide range. You can virtually visit Versailles in France 
or the National Palace Museum in Taiwan. Perhaps the Museum of Decorative Arts in the Czech 
Republic is of interest to you. I recommend scrolling through the full list before making your selections 
– there is so much to explore! 
 
Once you have selected a museum or gallery to “visit” you will see that there is basic information about 
the institution, including a map of where to find it in the “real world.” There is also the option to 
virtually enter the museum using the “museum view.” Click on this icon and begin your exploration! 
 
Once in museum view you can explore the museum in a number of ways. You can select an image 
from the bottom row and be taken to that location in the museum. You can also virtually walk through 
it using the navigation tools. In many cases you can change floors to view exhibits on other levels. The 
floorplan on the left side can also be used as a navigation tool. 
   
  
Part II: Final Reflections on the Google Cultural Institute 
Now that you have had a chance to explore the Google Cultural Institute, please write a brief reflection 
your experience of it. In your opinion, is this a useful and important tool? Why or why not? Do you 
think this represents the future of museums and art galleries? Do you have any concerns about a large 
multinational corporation curating this kind of information? Do you have any other thoughts about the 
Google Cultural Institute? How do some of the course concepts we have studied in VISA/LART/IASC 
1Q98 apply to this experience? 
 
Your answer for Part II should be approximately 1-2 paragraphs in length. Please be as specific as 
possible when reflecting on your experience with this tool. 
  
Your answers to both parts of this assignment should be written in a word processing document and 
then uploaded. Please save a copy of your assignment for your records.  
 
Your file must be in one of these formats Word, PDF, HTML, RTF, PowerPoint, or plain text. Please 
note that Sakai does not accept files in the Mac Pages format. If you are using Pages, you will have to 
convert your file to a Word or a PDF file before uploading it. 

Assignment Due Date: April 14th (11:55pm) 
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Appendix #2  - VISA/LART/IASC 1Q98 Online Course (Winter 2016)  
Forum/Seminar Discussion Questions 

 
Module 1: 
Please take a moment to introduce yourself to the class by answering the following questions: 
1) What is your name? 
2) Where do you live?  
3) What program of study are you in? How do you think learning about visual culture might be 
applicable in your field? 
4) What do you hope to learn in this course? 
5) What is a "fun fact" about yourself that you would like the rest of us to know?  
 
*The seminar discussion forum for this module closes at 11:55 p.m. on January 16th.  
 
Module 2: 
One of the key concepts in this module is the “myth of photographic truth.” As your textbook (p16-22) 
explains, there are many subjective aspects that go in to the process of taking a picture. 
 
For this seminar discussion, you are to select a photograph from your own life to discuss. You can take 
a photograph on your phone or camera just for this assignment, or can select a pre-existing photograph 
from your own collection (e.g.: a photograph from your niece’s birthday or your grandparents’ 
wedding).  
 
How can the ideas presented in the module and textbook about the “myth of photographic truth” be 
used to analyze your chosen photograph? Things to consider include: 

o camera angle and framing (see p16) 
o what was not included in the frame (see p19) 
o the technologies used (see p18 and 22) 
o the “hidden cultural values and beliefs” expressed in this picture (see p20) 

 
Please upload a copy of the photograph you are discussing in your post.   
 
*The seminar discussion forum for this module closes at 11:55 p.m. on January 26th. 
 
Module 3: 
Your textbook introduces the idea of interpellation on p.50-51. Provide an example of an image in your 
world that you can use to describe how this concept works. What aspects of the image draw you in? 
Why? How is this an example of interpellation? What are some of the other ways this image could be 
understood by different viewers?  
 
Please upload or link to copy the image you are discussing in your post.   
 
*The seminar discussion forum for this module closes at 11:55 p.m. on February 5th. 
 
Module 4: 
Before participating in this discussion thread, please watch the trailer for Mugshot, a recent 
documentary film by Dennis Mohr.  
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This documentary raises a number of questions about this form of visual culture. Why do you think 
there is such a fascination with these types of photographs? Do you think think that publishing these 
photographs is a form of exploitation? Do you think these kinds of images generate a sense of empathy 
when they are published and circulated? Do you think these images are art? Why or why not? What is 
the significance and importance of these kinds of images? 
 
*The seminar discussion forum for this module closes at 11:55 p.m. on February 15th. 
 
Module 5: 
Does the film David Hockney's Secret Knowledge make you think differently about the relationship 
between technology and art? Why or why not? 
 
*note: This seminar discussion requires you to watch a documentary film before participating. The link 
to the film is in the module.  
 
*The seminar discussion forum for this module closes at 11:55 p.m. on February 25th. 
 
 
Module 6: 
What do you think about the "Art in Island" museum in Manila? Would you visit it? Why or why not? 
How do concepts from this module relate to this museum? 
 
*The seminar discussion forum for this module closes at 11:55 p.m. on March 6th. 
 
Module 7:  
How many different kinds of media did you engage with (or notice) over the past 24 hours? How did 
these forms of media use visual culture? How do these examples relate to concepts from this module? 
Please give specific examples.  
 
*The seminar discussion forum for this module closes at 11:55 p.m. on March 16th. 
 
Module 8: 
Pick an example of an advertisement that caught your attention this week. What was it about this 
advertisement that you noticed? What visual techniques did the ad use? Do you think it is an effective 
ad? Why or why not? How does this example relate to concepts from this module?  
 
(If you can provide a link or a digital photo of the ad, that would be great!) 
 
*The seminar discussion forum for this module closes at 11:55 p.m. on March 26th. 
 
Module 9: 
A new advertising campaign in Hong Kong uses DNA samples to create visual profiles of people who 
litter. The resulting images are then used to shame people in to disposing of their trash in a more 
socially acceptable manner.  
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What do you think of this campaign? How does it relate to ideas about “scientific looking”? Can you 
think of ways it might relate to other topics we have covered in this class?  
 
*The seminar discussion forum for this module closes at 11:55 p.m. on April 4th. 
 
Module 10: 
As we have seen in this class, the study of visual culture has applications in virtually all areas of human 
activity (e.g.: science, entertainment, advertising, fine art, journalism, etc...). Now that you have 
completed this class, how can you apply your knowledge of visual culture to your specific field of 
study?  
 
*The seminar discussion forum for this module closes at 11:55 p.m. on April 14th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


